Christmas at your local
award winning wine
shop!
• Fantastic Christmas Offers
• Great Gift Ideas
• Incredible Case Deals
• Free Local Delivery
See page 2

AMPTHILL

01525 405929
ampthill@cambridgewines.co.uk
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mas!

ne Merchants, Ampthill

Local Award Winning Wine Merchants

ll
u.

§ Fantastic Christmas Offers
§ Knowledgeable, Friendly
Staff
§ Great
Gift Ideas
FANTASTIC
CASE DEALS
FROMDelivery
JUST £36
§ Free Local
Christmas 6 Bottle Case
§ Huge Range
Red, White or Mixed
§ Whisky, Gin Rum & Port
§ Unusual & Rare Spirits
§ Havana Cigars
TOMATIN
LEGACY

Single Malt Whisky
Matured in Bourbon
barrels and Virgin Oak
Casks, Legacy offers
an easy drinking style
with a light sweetness
A wonderful
selection of 6 carefully chosen
and gentle flavours
wines
from
around
the world, ideal for your
leading to a gentle,
Christmas
holiday
or as a gift for a friend or
clean finish.
£28.99

loved
one.£26.99
Gift boxes and delivery
Offer
Price
available. £50 Save Over 15%
DECANTER UK
RETAILER AWARDS
BEST NATIONAL
WINE SHOP
OF THE YEAR 2020

• Fantastic Christmas Offers
• Knowledgeable, Friendly Staff
• Great Gift Ideas
• Free Local Delivery
• Huge Range
• Whisky, Gin, Rum & Port
• Unusual & Rare Spirits
• Havana Cigars
TOMATIN
LEGACY
Single Malt Whisky
Matured in Bourbon
barrels and Virgin Oak
Casks, Legacy offers
an easy drinking style
with a light sweetness
and gentle flavours
leading to a gentle,
clean finish. £28.99
Offer Price £26.99

Cambridge Wine Merchants, 12 Chruch Street, Ampthill
For more very special offers visit our store in Ampthill or contact us at ampthill@cambridgewine.com
01525 405929 • Facebook: cambridge wine merchants in ampthill
Please avoid ordering on the website. Thank you.
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Independent Financial Advisers regulated by the FCA

All your retirement
and pension requirements
at the touch of a button
Caliber Financial Management has been providing independent
financial advice to clients in Bedfordshire for nearly 20 years.
Please request a no cost, no obligation, initial consultation
with one of our independent financial advisers.
Please call: 01525 375286
Or email contact@caliber-fm.co.uk
Or visit us in person
18 Harmill, Grovebury Road
Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 4FF
Alternatively you can visit us here
www.caliber-fm.co.uk
Mr Aston

Mrs McCall

“I’ve had nothing but prompt,
friendly and effective dealings with
Caliber in helping me plan for my
retirement. Highly recommended.”

“I have been using the services of Caliber
for a number of years now, and have
always had a professional and prompt
service from them. I fully recommend
Caliber to anyone seeking an independent
company for their financial peace of mind.”

Caliber Financial Management Ltd. is an appointed representative of
Caliber Financial Associates Ltd. which is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales
Company Number 6298180.

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Hello Readers

Can I just put it out there
... I've got enough socks
and body wash and I'm
all into sustainability
now. And what is more
sustainable than a bottle
of wine??? The glass
is recyclable and wine
... well that's recyclable
too!!! So get yourself
over to Cambridge
Wine in Ampthill. You'll
be supporting a local
business AND buying
very eco friendly
Christmas presents you
can share with your friends.

And, while you're at it, support all your other
local independent businesses. What a time they
have had of it! I'm ready to turn my back on
2020 just like the rest of you but some will go on
feeling the consequences of this pandemic for a
long, long time to come.

Bedfordshire – our changing
habitats and wildlife
A PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

May I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy
Christmas. Remember, there's no Oracle issue
for January but we'll be back in February when,
hopefully, things will be brighter.
Take care and all the very best,

Kirsty

50! Enter our
£
N
I
W
Christmas Quiz
See page 18

PRICE:

£20

2020 book entitled
AApril
new
Bedfordshire
our looking at plus £4.25 p&p
and wildlife
is the result of a-project
changes to the county’s wildlife habitats since
Format:
changing
habitats
and
wildlife
by
Richard
the
BNHS
publication
Wild
Bedfordshire
in 2000.
246 × 189mm,
hardbound, Graham
c.160 pages, Bellamy
Site photographs
featured along
with images
of some ofby
the the
Revels,
andareChris
Boon,
published
illustrated in colour
species to be found in the key habitats.
throughout
Bedfordshire
Natural History Society. The book documents
Richard Revels FRPS has revisited and photographed habitats and
Price:
changes
affectingsites
Bedfordshire’s
wildlife
over
featured in the earlierhabitats
work, as welland
as many
additional sites,
and
£20 + £4.25 p&p
a rich selection feature in this book. The authors are Richard Revels,
the last two decades,
with stunning photographs by Richard
Graham Bellamy and Chris Boon. John Comont has contributed an
introductory
chapter
on change in Bedfordshire in the last 20 years.
Revels FRPS. Your
essential
guide!
Publication:

This book Bedfordshire – our changing habitats

Available from the BNHS website www.bnhs.org.uk

DISCLAIMER:
While all adverts and editorial are placed in good faith JAC
Publications Ltd take no responsibility for the accuracy of statements
made or non-performance of contract or product, or damage caused
by contributors or advertisers, or for loss arising from non-publication
of any advertisement. Copyright rests with JAC Publications Ltd.

Design and compilation copyright © JAC Publications Ltd.

Publications
JACPublications
JAC
Ltd
Stewart House, Station Road, Ampthill MK45 2RE
JAC Publications Limited is registered in England and Wales with registered number 07441831.
Registered office 22 Lindisfarne Road, SW20 ONW
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Why do we
give gifts?
The history of gift giving

Important gifts throughout history

The practice of gifting has existed since
the beginning of human civilisation.
Researchers believe that cavemen gave
presents like unusual shaped rocks
or animal teeth to strengthen social
connection and show their appreciation
to others. As social structures developed,
the gifts became more elaborate and
decorative.

605-526 BC
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, built by
King Nebuchadnezzar II as a gift for his wife
Queen Amytis

To build and reinforce relationships
We often give gifts to re-confirm or
establish our connection with others,
which means that they’re a reflection of
both the giver and the receiver, as well
as their unique relationship. Giving a gift
to someone we care about allows us to
communicate our feelings and appreciation
for them.
Symbolic communication
Have you been given a gift that has filled
you with joy? Or perhaps you’ve been
unlucky enough to receive something that
left you feeling deflated and upset since
it didn’t meet your expectations. But why
would this irritate you? It’s the thought that
counts and that’s precisely it. When you
look deeper into the matter, it’s because
we attach symbolic meaning to gifts.
This means that a gift you are not overly
enamoured with can be interpreted as
thoughtless in spite of its altruistic motives.
Some gifts are given with no expected
return. For example, we give presents to
young children or even our pets. While
it could be argued that these gifts are
reciprocated in other ways, in the end, we
give because it makes us feel good!

1514
Hanno the white elephant given to Pope
Leo X by King Manuel of Portugal
1772
The 189-carat Orlov diamond given to
Russian Empress Catherine the Great by her
lover Count Grigory Orlov
1884
Statue of Liberty given to America by France
1885
First Farberge egg, an Easter gift form
Russian emperor Alexander 111 to his wife,
the Empress Maria Feodorovna
1947
Two-lane bowling alley installed in the
White House as a birthday gift to President
Truman
1968
The Rolex Cosmograph Daytona, given to
Paul Newman by his wife, which went on
to become the most expensive watch ever
sold at auction
1972
The 69-carat Taylor-Burton diamond, given
to Elizabeth Taylor by Richard Burton
1972
Pandas Ling-Ling and Hsing-Hsing given to
the United States by China

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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AFFORDABLE REAL
CHRISTMAS TREES
Many different varieties including low needle drop,
tradition spruce and blocked trees.
All heights ranging from 3ft to 11ft. Also wreaths and tree stands.

Open 7 days a week from
Friday 27th November onwards. 9am to 6.30pm
50 High Street, Flitwick, Beds MK45 1DX
www.alpine-christmas-trees.com
Order online or come and visit us.
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

07539 437408

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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ideal eyewear

360

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Professionally trained, uniformed staff
Personalised service to meet your needs

Offering:

One off Cleans, Bi-Monthly, Weekly or Monthly Cleans

Also...
Carpets • Offices • Schools • End of Tenancy
Moving In • Post Builders • Housekeeping Services

Our Mission
To provide a trustworthy and local service, consistently
delivered to the highest standard

07731 623276

Find us @ Trust A Trader • paul.360m@yahoo.com

An independent opticians offering a
personalised eyecare service
Dear Customers

We are now open with our “new normal”

We have all the relevant PPE so will be ready
to
resume
eye
tests
dispense
glasses
Routine
sight
tests
willand
not initially
be available
when
we can.
but contact
us to pre book.

Ring us if you need help: with broken, lost
If you wish to choose some new glasses or
glasses; if you have limited vision and need
glasses
repaired
or if you
asunglasses,
magnifier:need
if youyour
need
dry eye
drops;
adjusted
please
callyour
to book
an or
appointment.
are
worried
about
eyes
contact lenses;
ifMore
you about
need our
glasses
and have
a prescription.
new normal
can be
found on our
Stay
safepage
and or
wewebsite
will resume
Facebook
blog. business as
soon as we can.

Tel: 01525 715759

110 The Hawthorns,
Flitwick, MK45 1FN

idealeyewear.flitwick@gmail.com
www.idealeyewearflitwick.co.uk

Girl Friday
BEDFORD

$FXVWRPLVHGH[SHULHQFHWDLORUHGWRSHUIHFWLRQ
$/7(5$7,216

'5(660$.,1*

%(632.(*,)76

&86+,21&29(56

(0%52,'(5<

:$//+$1*,1*6

)$&(&29(5,1*6

6&581&+,(6

.(<5,1*6

Based in Stewartby

Dog walking, pet pop-ins and errands.
- Canine First Aid trained
- CRB checked
- Fully insured
- Reliable, trustworthy and friendly
- Based in Wootton
Please call, text or email Helen
07704 248181
bspsecretary@aol.com

&RQWDFW1DWDOLH
7HO
(PDLOQDWDOLHWUXS#KRWPDLOFRP
)DFHERRNZZZIDFHERRNFRP7KH6WLWFKHU\$OWHUDWLRQV
,QVWDJUDP#WKHVWLWFKHU\DOWV

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Home Counties Loft Ladders,
Quality You Can Trust!
These days most
homeowners suffer from
a lack of storage space.
So many precious items
that need to be kept
– but where to store it
all? That’s where Home
Counties Loft Ladders
come in.
The company,
based locally, offers
homeowners the
opportunity to maximise
their storage space
with a loft ladder,
50sqft of boarding and
a light - all fully fitted
in less than a day from
just £355! But it’s not
just the affordability
of the package that
makes Home Counties
Loft Ladders stand
out, as manager Jamie
Oakley explains: ‘Our

watchwords are Quality,
Integrity and Value.
Quality in the materials
that we use for all our
installations and the fact
that all our loft packages
are fitted by time served
tradesmen, so our
customers are assured
of the best job.
Integrity in that we
will turn up at the time
we say and make sure
the house is spotless
when we leave, and
value in that we offer
our services at a price
people can afford.

- that simply wouldn’t
happen if we didn’t
adhere to our overriding
principles.

every installation we
carry out!’

So, if you want to make
use of your loft space,
At the end of the day the call Jamie free on 0808
301 9558 and he’ll be
old adage that happy
customers lead to more happy to pop round and
happy customers is true give you a no obligation
and we work hard to
quote so you too can
make that happen for
make use of your loft!

Our business relies on
referrals and we get a
huge amount of our calls
from people who have
been referred to us by
our existing customers

Need more
storage space?

INSTALL A LOFT LADDER
AND USE YOUR LOFT!
STARTER PACKAGE: Aluminium loft
ladder, light plus 50 sqft boarding, fully
fitted in less than a day from £355

• Loft Ladders • Hatches
• Boarding • Insulation
• Lights • Fully Guaranteed

CALL FREE: 0808 301 9558
SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

Following
COVID-19
Secure
Guidelines
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The Beat
of the
Drums
They say that if you do a
job you love, you never
work a day in your life. If
you end up doing the only
thing in life you’ve ever
wanted to do, then you are
doubly lucky. AND if that
job is in music, then what
could go wrong …. except a
pandemic!
Alex Toff is a professional
drummer who has played
with the best of them. He
now wants to share his love
of drums through teaching.
I’m originally from North
London but moved here
with my family in 2017 as
my wife is originally from
Ampthill.
Music was in my life from
an early age. My dad plays
the guitar and bass and
sings and my mum sang
too. They used to play
and sing in local amateur
dramatic productions.
I always wanted to play the
drums. I can remember
when I was sitting in
my highchair, I used to
turn yoghurt pots upside
down (sometimes before
I finished them!) and hit
them with my spoon. Even
the look of a drum kit really
interested me - all those
things to hit! I found it all
so exciting.
I started having lessons
from the age of 9. There
was a great jazz drummer
5 doors down the road
from where I lived called
Jeff Brooks. He’s sadly not
with us anymore but he
taught me how to read

and introduced me to the
world’s greatest drummer,
Buddy Rich!
As I grew up I realised
there wasn’t anything else
I wanted to do other than
play the drums. I even
remember sitting in my
GCSE exams thinking “I
don’t need to know what
happened in WW2 to play
the drums!”. I did get a
job as manager of a local
music shop which I really
enjoyed but I kept nipping
off to do gigs so that had
to end.
The world of music is
tough. To become a
professional there’s a lot
of luck involved as well as
who you know. I met a few
musicians whilst working at
the music shop and ended
up playing with them.
They recommended me to
friends of theirs and one
thing led to another. It was
all word of mouth really.
I started off playing
professionally in tribute
bands such as a Queen
tribute band and some Brit
Pop tribute bands. My first
“proper” gig was with a
really talented lady called
Imogen Heap. I also played
with Peter Andre when he
came out of the jungle in
2004. He was such a lovely
guy and I had great fun
playing in his band. I’ve also
recorded with many people
including Gareth Gates,
A-Ha, Paulo Nutini and
Leona Lewis . Currently I
play with two 80’s artists,
Belinda Carlisle and Bonnie
Tyler.
The pandemic has, of
course, hugely affected my
life. The main difference is
actually being at home!!!
Most of my life (up until
recently) is touring and that
can take me all over the

world. I am very lucky. So,
as that has all stopped, I’m
home a lot now. I actually
really like it although I’m
not sure if my kids agree!
But being at home means
I can teach more, which I
love. It’s great to see the
progression of a student
especially when you can
see the work they’ve put in
to improve. I hope that we
can all get back to some
kind of normality as quickly
as possible. When we do I’d
like to try and cut down on
being away so much and
split my teaching evenly
with live playing, the best of
both worlds!!!!
If you want to see who
I’ve played and toured
with, have a look at www.
alextoffdrums.com. And
if you’ve played the drums
before and would like more
lessons, please give me a
ring and we can discuss
how to help you improve.

Alex Toff
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IMPROVE YOUR DRUMMNG
WITH A PRO
Improve your technique
Learn how to play to a click
Record your playing
Learn the drum part from a song
Lessons for intermediates and above via zoom or in a
fully soundproofed, custom build drum studio with all
Covid related precautions.
DBS checked. Ampthill based.
Please get in touch for rates and more information

07973 553678 • alex@atdrumtracks.com
Go to www.alextoffdrums.com to see
who I’ve played and toured with!

Key Cutting

Car Keys

Do you have a broken or lost car key?
We can repair and or replace most types.
Please call for more information.
Keys cut and all types of lock and
security solutions stocked
NOW OPEN

9.30am – 5pm Monday to Friday • 10am – 4pm Saturday

01525 712587 • www.dandgshort.com

The Old Telephone Exchange, 7 Station Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire

EMERGENCY? 24 hour locksmith available: 07950 664764

Paul’s

Party Zone

For all your party needs

Party Bags ● Party Bag Fillers
Greeting Cards ● Banners
Wrapping Paper ● Hen Parties
Baby Showers ● Gift Bags
Invitations ●Foil & Latex
Balloons
Tel: 01525 713061
www.paulspartyzone.co.uk
paulspartyzone@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/paulspartyzone

COME AND SEE US AT AMPTHILL
MARKET EVERY THURSDAY
(when lockdown restrictions not in force)

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Breaking the
Myths of Fostering
Covid-19 has affected each and every one of
us, but none more so than children currently
in Care Homes who are eagerly waiting to be
fostered into caring and loving family homes.
Many myths surround fostering. However,
Oak Fostering, a small therapeutic Foster
Agency, offers a very different personalised
and supportive approach which dispels many
of the myths, successfully providing long
term fostering placements.
One such success story is that of Sarah and
Joe who were happy to share their recent
experience of becoming qualified foster
carers through Oak Fostering. As a younger
couple they were keen to foster and knew
something about it as Joe’s Mother had
fostered when Joe left home. When asked
why they chose Oak Fostering, Sarah replied
that they had done their research and found
the Agency online. They instantly felt that
Oak Fostering had high standards and were
meticulous in carefully matching carers
with children, tailoring both their needs in
the short and long term, to get an exact
fit. The couple qualified this saying “we felt
the process was clear and straight forward
right from the start and that the Agency
cared”. Further, they confirmed “we didn’t
feel pressurised, at any stage, and that the
care of the children and of the carers was of
paramount importance.”
Sarah and Joe had heard many stories about
fostering, but this did not deter them from
their ultimate dream of becoming foster
parents. They had heard that you would be
unable to foster if you had no children of
your own or worked full-time or indeed if
you were deemed too young or old. Oak

Fostering are endeavouring to dispel the
numerous myths that surround fostering.
Oak Fostering offers a full training
programme which continues, despite
COVID-19. However, in lockdown these
programmes are offered through a variety of
platforms. Throughout the fostering process
Sarah and Joe were regularly contacted by
the Agency and always felt that they were
supported by the team so that they would
ultimately be successful foster parents.
As far as the assessment process was
concerned and, knowing that many fostering
cases are ultimately not successful, Sarah
and Joe were pleasantly surprised at the ease
of the process. They felt that the Agency’s
personalised open and honest approach,
together with the support and care of all the
staff who regularly ‘checked in’ on them,
made for a less stressful passage. Prior to the
Panel hearing, their Social Worker and the
rest of the team carefully equipped them with
all the information required and supported
them throughout in a professional manner.
When asked to comment on the best part of
fostering, the couple were in agreement: “It is
so rewarding, spending time with our foster
child and seeing the changes she has made.
They may be small, but we notice them. She
has settled in so well with us”.
Oak Fostering offers an allowance, full
training and continuous support throughout
the process and throughout the duration of
fostering. Fostering and Foster Carers can,
and do, transform young peoples’ lives! If
you are interested in hearing more about
fostering please get in touch.

www.oakfostering.co.uk

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

15

n For babies 3 months to 5 years
n Experienced qualified staff
n Safe, nurturing and
stimulating environment
n Choice of full day or part time care

Quite simply our belief at Merry Poppets is to
provide the best child care support and early
year’s education for our children.
We promote a secure, warm, friendly and
caring environment designed to encourage
happy and confident children that are well
prepared for full time education. For an
informal viewing, registration or further
information please call Heather Sterry
or Kim Parsons or Sarah Lawton
on 01462 850242 or 812470.
Ampthill
Flitwick
Tel: 01525 840099 Tel: 01525 715595

n Open from 7am to 6pm
n Funded 2,3 and 4 year
olds welcome
n FSA highest food hygiene rating,
freshly prepared healthy &
nutritious meals.

Henlow
Tel: 01462 850242/812470

www.merrypoppets.co.uk

VERY GOOD

Westoning
Tel: 01525 718241

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Professional tuition in Central Bedfordshire

Do you need extra help with

Maths or English ?

ILC provides
•
•
•
•

Superb record of student success.
Experienced teachers.
Focussed 1-to-1 support.
An accurate assessment of current
performance.
Modern learning environment.

•
• SATs and GCSE revision programs

07940 542622

Only a Limited Number of
Places are still available -

Apply Now

All abilities welcome
from 5–16 years

tuition@ILC-CentralBeds.org

Our Students enjoy
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greater confidence.
Increased self-esteem.
Improved performance.

An individual program of work.
Our different approach.
Lots of success!

www.ILC-CentralBeds.org

Wrest Park, Silsoe, Beds MK45 4HS

Leased Car Going Back?
Don’t delay, repair it today!
✓BUMPER SCUFFS

✓PAINTWORK SCRATCHES

✓KERBED ALLOYS

✓MINOR DENTS

Professional quality automotive paint and bodywork repairs that are quick convenient and fully guaranteed.
●

Quality

●

Convenient

●

Affordable

●

Courtesy cars

●

Lifetime guarantee

For your Local no obligation quote visit Tunde at
ChipsAway CarCare Centre, Unit 13 Pulloxhill Business Park,
Greenfield Rd MK45 5EY.
Call for a FREE estimate on 07894 606 136 or 0800 644 0643
or visit www.chipsaway.co.uk

10% OFF ON PRESENTATION OF THIS ADVERT

Call 07894 606 136 or 0800 644 0643

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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12. Cold white males

3. Get some gloves on for 24 hours

13. Producing urban rhyming lyrics on A4 or A3

4. Walls and Cumberland will do you a turn

14. Prickly garland

5. Terrapin peace birds

15. Hymn requires care maintenance

6. Backwards dog

16. Thick Ocean Spray juice

7. 12 o’clock accumulation

17. Steady place for animals

8. Minuscule small Timothy

18. Far Eastern delightful country

9. Badges of honour

19. Herders of sheep

10. Mild green washing up liquid

20. Famous four weeks on a tabular display

✁

2. A shortened manger

✁

11. Crazy biscuits for cheese

✁

1. Cylindrical mass of tallow

Please send your answers with subject CHRISTMAS QUIZ to
kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com or post to Christmas Quiz,
JAC Publications Ltd, Stewart House, Station Road, Ampthill MK45 2RE.
All entries must be in by 21st December 2020. Winner will be selected
at random and contacted.
NAME: ..........................................................................................................
TELEPHONE ................................................................................................
EMAIL ..........................................................................................................

✁

ADDRESS .....................................................................................................
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A beauty Salon
salon in in
the heartMICROBLADING
of Ampthill
Beauty

A
NOW
OPEN
New
treatment
now
available
A
new
beauty
salon
in
the
heart ofFillers
Ampthill
Botox
• Dermal
• Thread
Lift
the heart
of Ampthill
Open
from 10am
HD Brows • Lash Extensions • LVL Lashes
New treatment now available:

The Semi-permanent secret to fuller
eyebrows that look entirely natural!

Evening appointments
Newyou
therapist,
Justine,
Are
looking
for a is
available
on request
now offering
and spain
new
beautyholistic
experience
treatments including reflexology,
beautiful surroundings?
massage and facials.

REGULAR

MICROBLADING
Exuviance Facials • Glycolic Peels • Spray

ATanning
fullsemi-permanent
range
ofManicure
treatments
are
available:
• OPI
• OPI
The
secret
toPedicure
fuller
HD
Brows
•
Lash
Extensions
LVL
Gelpolish that
• Waxing
• Brow &natural!
Lash Tinting
eyebrows
look entirely

HD Brows • Lash Extensions
Lashes • Exuvivance Facials
Exuviance Facials
LashPeels
Extensions
● LVLTanning
Lashes
Glycolic
Spray
Glycolic Peels • Spray Tanning
Brow Lamination ● HD Brows
OPI Manicure
Manicure &
• Pedicure
• Gelpolish
OPI
Pedicure
Brow & Lash Tinting
● Spray Tanning
Waxing
Brow
& Lash
LASH
Tinting
Waxing
Reﬂexology
● Tinting
Massage
Waxing
•• ●Brow
&

Open
from 10am
AESTHETICS
Evening appointments
CLINIC
available
onbe
request
Don’t
disappointed. Book all your beauty treatments

Get beauty ready for Christmas!
ADVANCED
SKIN
TREATMENTS
now and make sure you’re
ready to
sparkle!

Facials ● Peels ● Microneedling
Give the gift of
I know that customers want a professional treatment that makes a difference
diﬀerence to how they
Dermaplaning
caring this Christmas.
look and feel. I pride myself on providing just that. I promise you the complete beauty
experience
in calm,
elegant surroundings. Please
ring meHART
to make
an appointment
or just
CATHERINE
is committed
to your
Gift
Vouchers
Printers
drop
by. available
ICourt
so look forward
to
welcoming
you
to
my
new
salon.
Catherine
comfort and safety in her women only salon
now!
(opposite entrance to Waitrose carpark)
Church Street
FREE PARKING AVAILABLE
Printers
AmpthillCourt
carpark)
RIGHT OUTSIDE
(opposite
entrance
to
Waitrose
FREE PARKING
Church Street
www.catherinehartbeauty.co.uk
Ampthill
01525 841992

01525
841992
www.catherinehartbeauty.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
Fullmember
memberofofthe
theGuild
GuildofofBeauty
BeautyTherapists
Therapists Evening appoints. available on request
Full
Like Catherine Hart Beauty for a full list of treatments, prices and special offers
oﬀers
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SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Anne Bryant - Life Coach

Have you lost your spark?

in touchand
to
YourGet
excitement
book
yourfor
FREE
energy
life?

30 minute sample
thing that makes
coaching session

Anne Bryant - Life CoachThe

youyour
trulyspark?
YOU?
Have you lost

Whether you have lost yourself amongst the stress and exhaustion of modern life,
Are
you itching
to get
toreally
‘normal’?
or you’ve just
disconnected
from yourself
andback
what you
want somewhere
along theOr
way,
you are
in the right place.
has
lockdown
caused you to reevaluate

Your excitement and
energy for life?

In short, I coach people
help really
them get want
their mojo
what toyou
out
back and live their biggest and best life.

of life?I gained so much

more
from my
The thing that
makes
coaching session with
you truly
YOU?
Anne than
I ever

These are Career
some of the things
thatPurpose
people come to
for:
● Life
● me
Relationships

• You have a goal you want to achieve or a change you want
thought
possible. I
Transformation
● Executive and Leadership
Coaching

to make
Whether
you have lost yourself amongst the stress and exhaustion
modern life,
found of
it amazing
how
or you’ve
just
from
yourself
and with,
whatand
you really want
somewhere
working
on one area
• There’s
an disconnected
area of your life that
you’re
not happy
alongyou
thereally
way,want
youtoare
in theit (e.g.
rightﬁplace.
address
nances, relationships,
impacted so many

If you’re starting to feel like you want to

career, emotional health, weight management, life purpose,
In
short,
I coachchanges
people to help
theirout
mojoof
make
some
andthem
get get
more
clutter,
self-conﬁdence)
back and live their biggest and best life.

I gained
much
other
areas ofsomy
life
more
from
my
for the
better
coaching session with
– Emily
Anne than I ever
thought possible. I
to
make
relationship,
redundancy, change in ﬁnancial circumstances,
found it amazing how
illness, bereavement) and want support to navigate your
working on one area
• There’s an area of your life that you’re not happy with, and
way through it and build a pathway to a positive future
you really want to address it (e.g. ﬁnances, relationships,
impacted so many
career, emotional health, weight management, life purpose,
other areas of my life
Get in
touch
to dence)
book your free 45 minute sample coaching
session:
clutter,
self-conﬁ
for the better

life,
I can help you reconnect with what
• You feel like you are stuck in a rut and need something to
These
arebut
some
of quite
the
things
thatmojo
people
come to
me for:
change
aren’t
sure
what
that
is back
you
really
want,
get
your
and
• Youlive
have
a goala you
want
achieve
or aend
change
your
biggest
and
best
life.
are facing
major
life to
change
(e.g.
of a you want

www.lifesparkcoaching.net
anne@lifesparkcoaching.net
• You feel like
you are stuck in a rut and need something to
07872
391218
lifesparkcoaching.net
anne@lifesparkcoaching.net
change but aren’t quite sure what that is

–07872
Emily391218

• You are facing a major life change (e.g. end of a
relationship, redundancy, change in ﬁnancial circumstances,
illness, bereavement) and want support to navigate your
way through it and build a pathway to a positive future

FOOT HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL

Get in touch to book your free 45 minute sample coaching session:
lifesparkcoaching.net

anne@lifesparkcoaching.net

07872 391218

• Toe Nail Cutting
• Corns & Callous
• Fungal Nails
• Ingrowing Toenails
• Hard Skin Removal

Home visits only
Call Janice on

07758 633760
01908 387021

FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER

• Nails Trimmed
• Corn Removal
• Callus Reduction
• Ingrown Toenails
• Fungal Nail
Please contact Sue on

07913 047510

HOME VISITS ONLY
S.A.C. DIP. RFHP

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Could you
be a teacher?
Over the last six months during the
Covid 19 pandemic, homeschooling
has unexpectedly become
commonplace in many households,
with parents turning their hand to
all things teaching and learning.
For some, it has demonstrated just
how challenging teaching can be
and something to be left to ‘the
professionals’. However, for others,
it has proved to be an enjoyable
and rewarding experience that has
sparked a love of teaching and a
desire to potentially train to become a
teacher as a career opportunity.
Alternatively, circumstances during these
uncertain times may have led you to
consider a career change and teaching is
the obvious choice. Teaching is something
that you have always wanted to do but
you are unsure of how you might take
those next steps?

So, what now? Where do
you go from here?
Here at the Bedfordshire Schools
Training partnership, a local provider of
a school based Initial Teacher Training
(SCITT) Post Graduate Certiﬁcate (PGCE)
Education training, based in Stotfold, we
pride ourselves in providing the highest
quality training for those choosing to
train to teach. We are a local, friendly,
and well-established provider whose
employment rates are exceptional, adding
newly qualiﬁed teachers to the teaching
workforce within Bedfordshire and
beyond since 1998.
In response to these unprecedented
times, we have ﬂexed and adapted our
training programme to be able to continue
to safely place both secondary and

primary trainees in our local partnership
schools. We oﬀer a robust blend of face to
face and distance training with a dedicated
and experienced team of professionals and
our trainees are already part of the process
of sparking a love of learning in pupils.

What our trainees say
about us……….
‘Strongly recommended and local
to my area. Since the ﬁrst contact
with Beds SCITT I have only ever had
a positive, supportive and eﬃcient
experience.’
‘Numerous family friends who know
of the course/team, say it’s the best
one around.’
‘Could not fault the SCITT Team Brilliant! SCITT support is a strength of
the programme. I have recommended
Beds SCITT to friends and family.’
We are now recruiting for 2021-2022
and are looking for the next generation
of teachers.
If you would like to take the opportunity
to ﬁnd out more about training to teach
and shaping the lives of young people, a
member of our team would be happy to
discuss this with you. Please telephone
01462817445 or email cathy@bedsscitt.
org.uk. for secondary enquiries or for
primary, jacki@bedsscitt.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.

Bedfordshire SchoolsÕTraining Partnership

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Train to be a Teacher
Make a difference every day – inspire - shape
future lives – the most rewarding career

You will receive:
High quality School Based
Training alongside Qualified
Teachers
Excellent employment prospects
and a rewarding career

You will need:
A relevant degree
GCSE grade C/4 or above in
English & Mathematics (Science
is required for Primary)
Excellent communication skills

bedsscitt.org.uk

To enjoy working with
young people

%HGV6&Ζ77
%HGIRUGVKLUH6FKRROVȇ7UDLQLQJ3DUWQHUVKLS
Bedfordshire
Schools’ Training Partnership

Places available for:

Primary . English . Mathematics . Modern Foreign Languages . Physics
Chemistry . Biology . History . Geography . Music . Art . Drama
Psychology . Computer Science . Religious Studies . Sociology . Dance
and Design Technology (including Engineering . Graphics . Food and Textiles).

Bursaries of up to £24,000

For further information contact cathy@bedsscitt.org.uk or call 01462 817445

BSTP is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all personnel to share this commitment.

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Your local friendly and
approachable solicitors

LAPTOP &
COMPUTER

Home/Ofﬁce Computer Problems

Smashed Screen?
Same day repairs on phones,
tablets, laptops

Server, Printer, Apple, Setup,
Repairs, Data Recovery, Internet,
Wireless, Network, Virus Infection.
7 day services from £40
NO FIX - NO FEE
WE COME TO YOU
Qualiﬁed & Experienced

pclaprepairs@gmail.com
01525 306316 / 07925 338435

When we surveyed our 8000+ customers, 99.9%
said they would happily recommend us.

7 High St, Kempston, MK42 7BT 01234 300099
justcomputersonline.co.uk

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Support Willen Hospice
from your sofa!
Our shops may be closed but you can still stock up on
your Christmas essentials, including our popular Willen
Hospice Christmas cards, decorations and gifts. In the
New Year, look out for January sales. You can even sell unwanted gifts and
raise money for the Hospice! To find out more, visit
www.willen-hospice.org.uk/ebay
Amazon may be on your list of virtual shopping
destinations this winter. Did you know that when you
30 chosen charity,
shop on AmazonSmile and select Willen Hospice as your

they will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to us? Get
started in a few clicks at smile.amazon.co.uk

Top prize of £3,000!
Second prize of £500
Ten runner up prizes of £50
Buy online or call us
www.willen-hospice.org.uk/winterdraw
Closing date 29 January 2021

Registered charity number 270194

01908 303065

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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NEED IT SUPPORT FOR

YOUR BUSINESS?
• Small Business Service Contracts
• Microsoft Ofﬁce 365 Partner
• PC & Laptop Repair & Sales
• Data Recovery
• Cloud Computing & Backup
• VoIP Telephony

01525 540022
www.outsourced-it.co.uk

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Hunter Plastering
All types of plastering
work undertaken
Skimming
Two coat work
Dry Lining
Plasterboarding
Rendering
Lime Plastering Specialist
Call today for a FREE quotation

07964 912100
info@hunterplastering.co.uk
Established 2000
Established
2000
Over 25 years
experience in flooring
Over 25 years experience in flooring

Supply and fit
Supply and fit

(or supply only) of:
(or supply only) of:

● Carpets
● Vinyl
• Carpets
• Vinyl
●
Laminate
● Engineered Wood
•• Vinyl
•• Carpets
Laminate
Engineered Wood
●
Karndean
● Moduleo
•• Laminate
•
Engineered
Karndean
• Moduleo Wood
●
and much more ...
•• Karndean
and much more• Moduleo
• and much
more
Opening
Hours
from 3rd August
From 3rd
we will be open from
Monday
toAugust
Friday 9.30am-2pm
From
3rdtoAugust
weMonday
will be open
from
9.30am
on
to ONLY
Friday.
After
2pm
&2pm
Sat APPOINTMENT
9.30am
to
2pmon
onSaturday
Mondayittowill
Friday.
After 2pm
and
be by
Sundays
- Closed
After
2pm
on Saturday
it will
be
appointment
We
aretwo
closed
onby
Masks
mustand
beonly.
worn.
Only
people
appointment
only.
We
closed
Sunday.
We will
be
to
through
per
appointment.
Weable
willare
bego
able
to on
go
Sunday.
We will
be and
ableshow
toand
goyou
through
your requirements
allyou
through
your
requirements
show
your
requirements
and
show
all
thethe
samples
in in
our
clean
and
socially
all
samples
our
clean
andyou
socially
the
samples
in our clean and socially
distanced
showroom.
distanced
showroom.
distanced showroom.

We can still ensure you
We can still ensure you
get your perfect floor!
get your perfect floor!

07979 650686 • www.ampthillcarpets.co.uk • ampthillcarpets@live.co.uk
07979 65068666a
• www.ampthillcarpets.co.uk
• ampthillcarpets@live.co.uk
Bedford Street, Ampthill, Beds
MK45 1NB
66a Bedford Street, Ampthill, Beds MK45 1NB
The only shop trading as Ampthill Carpets. No relation to any other local carpet dealer.
The only shop trading as Ampthill Carpets. No relation to any other local carpet dealer.

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Ampthill's No. 1 Ironing
& Laundry Service

Washing & Ironing
Alterations
Dry Cleaning

Vacuum
Cleaner
PJLPJL
Vacuum
Cleaner
Repairs
Repairs
Servicing
andand
Servicing
ALL
makescleaners
of vacuum
ALL makes
of vacuum
repairedcleaners
and serviced.
Specialising inrepaired
Dyson, Sebo,
Miele,
Numatic, Oreck,
and
serviced.
Vorkwerk,
Electrolux, in
Hoover....
And
many more
Specialising
Dyson,
Sebo,
Miele,
Numatic, Oreck, Vorkwerk, Electrolux,

Commercial &
Domestic work

Free, no obligation estimates∙ Free collection & delivery
Hoover ...
and many
more
∙ All work guaranteed
∙ Discount
for senior
citizens ∙
Over 25 years
experience
∙ This is estimates.
a local business
FREE
no obligation
FREE collection & delivery. All work guaranteed.
DISCOUNT for senior citizens.
Over 25 years experience. A local business.

Opening hours
Mon to Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 9am-1pm

Call Peter on 07854 025024

Wedding Dress
Cleaning & Boxing

Please drop in or contact us to arrange a collection

lightsoutlydon@googlemail.com

31 Russell Drive, Ampthill MK45 2TX

01525 841114 | 07918 731075
www.pressed4timeltd.co.uk
pressed4timelm@googlemail.com

Steve Wildman’s

High Quality Carpet,
Upholstery and Leather
Suite Cleaning Service

Our step by step no-rush
approach with attention to
details produces superb results.
This means that carpets and
fabrics will stay looking
cleaner for longer.
Using a superb range of
Eco Friendly products.

01582 882620 / 07769 042523
www.bedscarpetcleaners.co.uk
bedscarpetcleaners@gmail.com
Based in Barton-le-Clay

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Intruder Alarm
Systems
Protect your home!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fully app enabled systems, control from
your mobile phone
Mobile phone alerts
SSAIB accredited installer
Save up to 20% on your home insurance
Fully screened & DBS checked engineers
24 hour service
Card payments accepted
Choose from up to 5
components within
range to suit
application within
set price

HD CCTV Security!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IP System given you the most up to
date technology
App enabled system
View footage from your mobile phone
anywhere in the world
Acts as a deterrent
Fully screened and DBS
checked engineers
24 hour service
Card payments
accepted

info@1stchoicesecuritysystems.co.uk

Please follow / like us
for some great info & offers

www.1stchoicesecuritysystems.co.uk

01525 718757

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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ALARMS, CCTV
AND INTERCOMS
AUDIO AND VIDEO
INTERCOMS
INTRUDER ALARMS
CCTV
We are a family run business
with over 35 years experience in
home security and crime prevention

01525 567028
01582 864138
For a FREE quote and consultation

www.maximumsecuritysystems.co.uk

Experienced,
local & reliable

Over 10 years
experience in:
 PAVING
 TERRACING
 BRICKWORK
 DECKING
 PERGOLAS
 TIMBERWORK
 CLEARANCE
 MAINTENANCE
 PLANTING

Gardens by Gary

No Mud, No Mess, No Mowing & Pet Friendly

K
BOOW
NO

JA N U
A
SALE RY

The Natural Choice For Your

Artificial Grass

Transforming your surroundings

For your
FREE, NO OBLIGATION SURVEY
visit our website...

gardensbygary01@gmail.com

www.prestige-lawns.co.uk
or call 01908 542 422

07515 163734

26 Great Beanhills, Marston Moretaine,
Bedfordshire, MK43 0UX

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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QUALITY FENCING AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

NO JOB TOO LARGE OR
TOO SMALL
7 DAYS A WEEK
Panels ● Feather Edge ● Concrete
Posts ● Gates ● Repairs
Post & Rail
All trees & hedges removed and
replaced with fencing
FREE QUOTES

J.E. Landscapes

01525 794374 ● 07833 796752

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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• AFFORDABLE, LOCAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE • ALL TYPES OF FENCING •
• NEW INSTALLATIONS • GATES • REPAIRS • HIGH QUALITY WORK •
• NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL • FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES •
E: resolutefencing.info@gmail.com
M: 07774505055

Find us on Facebook and read some of our
great reviews! @Resolute Fencing Ltd

EDEN
TREE SPECIALISTS

All aspects of tree and hedge
works carried out including pruning,
crown reductions, removal and
felling, stump grinding and planting
Local Family Operated Business
£10m Public Liability Insurance
Courteous and Professional Staff
Arboricultural Association
Approved Contractors
TPO and Conservation Area
Applications

01234 960796
www.edentreespecialists.co.uk
info@edentreespecialists.co.uk

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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INNOVATIONS Aerials
Family run business providing outstanding
service for over 25 years

01525 841017

07887
07887710558
710558

www.innovationsaeirals.co.uk

TV & Cinema System Installation
WiFi Solutions • Smart TV Points
CCTV • Digital Aerials
BT and Internet Points

new homes & extensions
design consultations
planning applications
building regs applications

any
eat te
b
l
l
wi quo
We local

Price guarantee...

Head Office
Chiltern Close
Ampthill, Bedford

90 Dunstable St
Ampthill
MK45 2JR
01525 300612
team@benchmarkarchitects.com
www.benchmarkarchitects.com

01525 862457

stevecoates72@gmail.com
Room 2, Denel Wing, The Rufus Centre,
Steppingley Road, Flitwick, MK45 1AH

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

It’ll be
all white

Here’s to a brighter 2021
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DM SERVICES
PAINTING & DECORATING

• Interior and Exterior
• Any size job undertaken
• Experienced and
Fully insured

BRIAN WATERS
DECORATOR

Tel. 07771 866960
www.brian-decorator.com

• Time served decorator
who will do a clean, tidy
and professional job.
Call Dennis or Sandra
for your free quotation
on

07766 000691
or

01525 635225

K.A.L BUILDERS
Extensions
Alterations
Block Paving
Groundwork
Brickwork
Garage Conversions
For all your
building requirements call

01525 635576
07850719411
www.kalbuilders.co.uk
Established over 20 years
SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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Y MOVE - JUST IMPROVE

FIELD

BUILDING SERVICES LTD

We have 35 years of experience in both domestic
and commercial properties
We specialise in
Extensions ● General Building Works
Refurbishment ● Loft Conversions ● Interior and
Exterior Painting ● Garage Conversions ● Refitted
Kitchens and batthrooms ● Bespoke Sheds/ Cabins
Competitive prices ● Any size job undertaken
To see some of our work head to our
instagram and Facebook pages

01582 761083 07778 762098
info@fieldbuildingservices.co.uk
ﬁeldbuildingservices

ﬁeldbuildingservices

Domestic & Commercial
Building Contractor
Patios & Driveways
Garage Conversions
Extensions
Renovations
Ampthill & Surrounding Areas

01525 888510
07957 435556

www.ampthillbuildingcompany.co.uk

DPG

Construction & Services Ltd
All building and repair
works covered:
Kitchen / Bathroom
Refurbishments
Carpentry Works
Painting & Decorating

Fully insured,
quality workmanship
Tel: 07940 181930

Tel: 07940 181930

www.dpgconstructionandservices.co.uk

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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WISHING YOU
A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
WE ARE STILL OPEN

• Design • Supply • Install
● Full Renovations ●Tiling Specialists
● Plumbing & Heating ● Electrics ● Plastering
● Carpentry ● Decorating
Fully Qualiﬁed
Qualiﬁed and Insured

TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTATION

20 09 Simply Bath full.indd 1

05/11/2020 11:53

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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www.topbathrooms-flitwick.co.uk

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN

Warren Farm, Woburn Street, Millbrook, MK45 2HY

PLUMBING | PLASTERING | TILING | ELECTRICS | FLOORING | CARPENTRY

FITTED BY OUR PROFESSIONAL FITTERS
PLEASE CALL TO ARRANGE A VISIT
TO OUR SHOWROOM

CALL US TO ARRANGE A FREE, NO OBLIGATION
DESIGN AND QUOTATION
01525 403 829
The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Quality
Kitchen
Facelifts

Dreaming of a new kitchen this
Christmas

Why replace when
you can reface?

Est.
1999

• Trusted reputation
• UK manufactured
products
• Huge choice of doors,
worktops, appliances, sinks
and taps

Call Mark or Riana
For a Free Estimate:

01234 852151

www.dreamdoors.co.uk

Visit our Showroom:
Dream Doors Kempston, 73 High Street, Kempston,
Bedford, MK42 7BT
mk@dreamdoors.co.uk

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER
STEVE
LAWRENCE

of Flitwick
Tap Washers to Full Bathroom Suites
Landlord’s Certificates to Full Central Heating Systems

07961 260259
Gas Safe Registered
IOP Registered Plumber

Worcester Approved Installer

www.flitwickplumbing.co.uk
SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

Your pipes will ﬂow and your boiler will glow
Boiler installation with up to
10 years’ warranty on selected boilers
● BOILER INSTALLATION ● BOILER SERVICING
● BOILER REPAIRS ● GAS COOKERS
● POWER FLUSHING ● HOT WATER CYLINDERS
● LEAKS AND REPAIRS ● WATER FILTERS

07931 815758

F
Tap Man
O
O

www.ﬂowandglowplumbing.co.uk
rob.mason@ﬂowandglowplumbing.co.uk

07507 694999 / 01525 838406
drlhomedevelopments@aol.com

drl_home_developments

1
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Specialising in bathrooms • All works undertaken

www.drlhomedevelopments.com

All Tap & Shower INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

For all enquiries Email or Phone:

tap_man@aol.com / 07507 694999 / www.tap-man.co.uk

P

R

PLEASE NOTESHOP
THAT PROOF
READING
IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE CLIENT
For
rates
see
www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
LOCALLY.
Support
your
local businesses.
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Contact
Email: paulwilson87@me.com
Phone: 01525 872 127
www.pwilsonplumbingandheating.com
ü Gas and Electric Boiler
Installations
ü Boiler Servicing
ü Gas Safety Landlord
Certificates
ü Boiler Fault Finding and
Repair
ü Gas Installations
ü System Flushing
Benefits for Repeat
Customers

ü Bathroom Installations
ü Plumbing Repairs &
Maintenance
ü Central Heating
Installations
ü Leak Repair
ü Unvented Hot Water
Systems
ü Ideal Accredited Installer

Honest, Local, Reliable

Free, No Obligation
Quotations

M HOLLIDAY
Plumbing & Heating

Free
quotations

 Full bathroom installations
 Unvented hot water systems
 General plumbing
 Leaks and repairs
 Powerflushes
 Ensuites and shower rooms
 Drain clearance

07952569888

20+ years
experience
No job
too small
Friendly
reliable
service
24 hr
call out

matthew.holliday@btinternet.com

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

51

C. S. M. HEATING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

● Natural Gas & LPG
• Boiler Service, Breakdown & Diagnostics
• Landlord Certiﬁcate (CP12)
• Boiler & Central Heating Installation
• Radiator Replacement & Relocation
scottmessham@btinternet.com

07875 728492 ● 01525716407

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT
PLUMBING & DRAINAGE SERVICE
No call out charges • Pre-fixed price
24/7 • 365 days a year

Call your local plumber today
Flitwick, Ampthill & Surrounding Areas

01525 779818

R Bedford Oracle 65x90.indd 1

SHOP LOCALLY.07/11/2017
Support
16:46:08your local businesses.
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Accurate Flat Roofing Limited
Dunstable Road
52 44Flitwick
Beds
MK45 1HU

Mobile
Head Office

07977 267888
01525 753946

www.accurateflatroofing.co.uk

New Works Fully Guaranteed
No Obligation Quotations
Insurance Backed Materials
All Flat Roofing Works
Extensions Porches Garages
UPVC Fascia & Soffits
Commercial
Public liability Insurance

New works fully guaranteed •
No Obligation Quotation •
Insurance Backed Materials •
All Flat Roofing Works •
Extensions Porches & Garages •
UPVC Fascia & Soffits •
Commercial •
Public Liability Insurance •

Head Office: 01525 753 946
Mobile: 07977 267 888
www.accurateflatroofingltd.co.uk
44 Dunstable Road, Flitwick, Beds MK45 1HU

M.Greenwood Rooﬁng Ltd
YOUR LOCAL FLAT ROOFING SPECIALIST…

FAMILY BUSINESS, OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
è Built up felt and EPDM single ply rooﬁng specialists
è Free, no-obligation estimates
è 15-30 year guarantees
è Member of Confederation of Rooﬁng Contractors
è Fascia, sofﬁts and guttering
è Domestic, commercial and industrial ﬂat rooﬁng specialists

Contact: 01525 872224 or 07918 666787

enquiries@mgreenwoodrooﬁng.co.uk
www.mgreenwoodrooﬁng.co.uk
The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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WINDOWS • DOORS • LANTERN ROOFLIGHTS
GLAZED EXTENSIONS • CONSERVATORIES

www.mjginstallations.co.uk

THINKING OF
REPLACING YOUR OLD
WINDOWS AND DOORS?
College Farm | Park Road
Westoning | Beds | MK45 5LA
Call Us Today On:

OUR LO
PRICES WEST
EVER
For A L
imited
Period
Only

01525 838 114
For MORE Info Visit:
www.mjginstallations.co.uk
sales@mjginstallations.co.uk
Windows & Doors by MJG

WINDOWS • DOORS • LANTERN ROOFLIGHTS • GLAZED EXTENSIONS • CONSERVATORIES

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com

Luton
Teleph
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Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Service With A Smile.
I think we can all agree that the
sooner we see the back of 2020
and this dreadful corona virus
the better. That said, there
are also some heart warming
positives that we can take out of
this situation. It has often been
said that we can only really get
to know one another and realise
what is truly important in times
of crisis. I think few would
argue that in this case what has
proven to be important is local
community spirit.
When talking to the Manager of
Cloudy2Clear windows Stephen
Moon it became clear that these
values have been held dear for a
number of years. Since starting
the business some years ago
Cloudy2Clear have remained
true to their core values of

supporting the local community
by providing a service that saves
the public money.
The Cloudy2Clear service only
requires the glass to be replaced
and not the whole window once
the unit has failed. Stephen
commented “Cloudy2Clear were
able to assist our community
through the last financial crisis
in 2008 due to the savings
that can be made in using
our service. Unfortunately
we might be going through
something similar again soon
and the public can rest assured
that we will be there to help
again”.

All C2C employees
operate a strict social
distancing policy.

For a free quotation please
call 0800 61 21 118 or visit
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?
Replace the pane, not the frame!

All glazing backed by our

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local
community run business”
Janet Beard

Social distancing in operation

We are a
Which?
Trusted Trader

Faulty locks, handles or hinges?
Priority freephone
www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.
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HELPING YOU TO IMPROVE YOUR HOME

With Triple Glazed Windows...

COVID SECURE

Windows / Composite Doors
French Doors • Bi-folding Doors
Conservatories and Lanterns
Facias & Gutters • Misted Windows

01525 717070

•

91%

of homeowners agree their property
is much quieter with new triple
glazed windows

90%

of homeowners agree their property
is warmer with new triple glazed
windows

88%

of homeowners agree that their
property feels more secure with
new triple glazed windows

flitwickglassservices@gmail.com

Please look at our website to view our large selection

www.flitwickglassservices.co.uk

SHOP LOCALLY. Support your local businesses.

7
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See our online
price lists for
windows & doors at
apexwindows.info

FITTED
WINDOWS

(ONE OPENING PER WINDOW)
DOUBLED GLAZED

£

2945

ALL LISTED QUOTATIONS ARE FOR A+ RATED PRODUCTS
AND ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND INSTALLATION.

7 WINDOWS WITH 7 OPENINGS - A++ TRIPLE GLAZED £3387

COMPOSITE DOORS FROM £1099
UPVC BACK DOORS FROM £799

FRENCH/PATIO DOORS FROM £925
For our full price list
or for our quick 10 SECOND QUOTE visit

apexwindows.info

FOR A QUOTATION CALL
Registered company

Check our rating on Check our rating on
Trust a Trader
Check a Trade

0800 9 247 888

01525 450 455

01234 510 324 01767 400467

The Oracle 01525 841370 | kirsty@thebedfordshireoracle.com
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GSreeeatsion’s
ngs

CLEARVIEW
CLEARVIEW
DOUBLE
DOUBLE
GLAZING
GLAZING
• Installations & all repairs
• Installations & all repairs
• UPVC windows & doors
• UPVC windows & doors
• Locally based in
• Locally
based in
Toddington
Toddington
• 18+ years’ experience
• 18+ years’ experience
• Fully insured
• Fully insured
• No deposit required
• No deposit required

Please call for
Please
for
a freecall
quotation
a free quotation

www.clearviewdg.com
www.clearviewdg.com

01582 510759
01582
or 07557510759
388050
or 07557 388050

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
01582
638247
01525 876808
01582
638247
mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
UPVC
soffits
fascias
guttering &
Cladding

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Dinky Ads
The

50 plus

Home Repairs
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Handyman
and more from

MARK MASSEY

01525 860424 Chimneys Swept
07858 688785
Wood
and Multifuel Stove
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk
Installation & Liners
Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services

- Tap washers
- To consumer units
(fuse boxes)
- Fencing and external works

Dinky Ad
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Price!
Great Service - Great

Great Service – Great Price!

01525 860424
07858 688785

01525 570 129

www.the50plus.co.uk

stewart.ﬂintham@outlook.com

COVID

HOME SERVICES

ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS
ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS
ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS

DLS ELITE TRAVEL
DLS
ELITE
TRAVEL
EXECUTIVE
CAR
SERVICE
DLS ELITE
TRAVEL

SW AFE
ORKING

Painting...Decorating...Maintenance

repairs & maintenance
interior & exterior decorating

Mark Giles

improvements & rennovations

30 years experience, fully insured

Best quality & value

07885 205619
01525 631764
markymarkg@virginmedia.com

DBS certified

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Call Ian today for your free quote

Coving  Tiling  Guttering
Carpentry

07711 181021

C E N T R A L B ECAR
D F O R DSERVICE
SHIRE
EXECUTIVE
EXECUTIVE
CAR
M ECREC
ET
DR
EA
S LSERVICE
E BCELDA
SA
L IO
N
FS
OSR D
SH
RO
EN
C E N T R AM
L EBRECDEFDOERSD E
S HCI R
LE
ASS SALOON
MERCEDES E CLASS SALOON

Airport
Hand sanitiser
and Transfers
face masks available
Airport
Transfers
Vehicle Seaport
fully
sanitised
after every client
Transfers
Airport
Transfers
Seaport
Transfers
Concerts
Seaport Transfers
Airport
Transfers
Concerts
Event Travel
Sporting
Events
Concerts
Sporting
Events
Seaport
Transfers
Business
Travel
Sporting
Events
Business Travel
Business
Travel
Business
Travel/ 07464617706
01525872666
www.dlselitetravel.com
01525872666
/ 07464617706
www.dlselitetravel.com
01525872666 /www.dlselitetravel.com
07464617706
01525
872666
www.dlselitetravel.com
07646 617796


Made to Measure
Curtains
Blinds
Made To &
Measure
Selected
CurtainsFabrics
& Blinds in
In 3 Weeks
Or Less
3 Weeks
WideOwn
Selection
Of Fabrics
Also Your
Fabrics
Made Up
Own Fabrics.
CurtainOr&Your
Clothing
Alterations
Curtain & Clothing Alterations
Contact:
anne@sewgood.biz
Contact
Anne
07907 439 288 / 01525 717057
07907
439288 / 01525 717057
www.sewgooduk.com

sewgooduk@gmail.com
www.sewgooduk.com









O

IN CAR PAYMENT SYSTEM

IN CAR PAYMENT SYSTEM
IN CAR PAYMENT SYSTEM

R

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Dinky Ads
BB Builders (Bedfordshire) Ltd
Extension, loft conversion and
garage conversion specialist
▲ Kitchen and bathroom refurbishments
▲ Wet rooms and shower rooms
▲ Structural alterations and crack repairs
▲ Patio, fencing and drainage works
▲ Small works and repairs undertaken

www.bbbuilders.co.uk

STEVE’S

PAINTING AND
DECORATING
SERVICES
Extensions

Renovations

Loft & Garage
Conversions

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN
BIG OR SMALL

Alterations

OUTSIDE AND
INDOOR WORK WELCOMED

07966 214623

Plastering

help@bbbuilders.co.uk

Two times FMB
award winners

Plant Hire

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUOTE CALL STEVE ON

07729 392141

01234 743589

info@boxxbuild.com

SBEAVIS88@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
STEVE’S PAINTNG AND DECORATING SERVICES

ADAM HANCOCK
Painting & Decorating
Domestic and commercial
Interior and exterior
Friendly and professional
Clean and tidy
Call for a free quotation

01525 796864
07894 580740

adamhancockdecorating@gmail.com

The Bedfordshire Oracle 01525 841370

60

Dinky Ads
Guttering Problems?
● Gutters cleaned
● Leaking gutters repaired
● New guttering ﬁtted
All by a friendly, local,
established company

Call Rob on

01525 552066 / 07977 206403

N & VAN
MA
For Hire

BRIDGE ROOFING
All aspects of rooﬁng,
facias and guttering.
Free quotes
All work guaranteed
01234 404080
07542 719971

CHRIS LITTLECHILD

07747 828259

Collections Deliveries
Light Haulage Cheap Rates
Steve Ashby Ceramic Tiling

TEL: 01525 873554

Mobile: 07973 192181

20 Chapel Close
Toddington
BEDS
LU5 6AZ
Email: ashbytiling@aol.com

www.rooﬁngbedford.co.uk

M: 07747 828259 T:01525 754218

Your electrical
appliances need
to be safe!

SLH
Plumbing and Heating

Local Time
Served Ceramic
Tiler

Have your electrical
appliances tested at
reduced rates in the
current climate

All Natural Gas work
Specialist in installing boilers
Heating systems and radiators
Bathrooms, kitchens and taps
Pipework and leaks
British Gas Trained

Contact
Paul on
07931
935120

Any aspect of
Floor and Wall
Tiling

A local friendly, reliable service

No job too small!

07825 959049

567805

sam.lanyonhogg@btinternet.com

STEVE ASHBY CERAMIC TILING
● Domestic and commercial works
undertaken ● From your front step
to stately homes ● No job too small

Vat Reg No: 600 7957 46

UTR NO 44900 44671

Free Estimates: Walls & Floors, Industrial & Domestic
Marble, Mosaics & Terracotta

Fully insured and DBS approved
References can be supplied
Don’t hesitate to contact us for a
free no obligation quote

07973 192181
ashbytiling@aol.com

SteveAshby
CeramicTiling
ashbytiling

David J Rose
Electrician
David
Rosetoo
- Electrician
NoJjob
small

Call for a free quote

No Job too small – Call for a
● City & Guilds
free quote

Fully Qualified
Extra Sockets - Re-wires
Fuseboard - Upgrades - Lighting
Call for a FREE quote

07900 952208
01234 740957

darylryan@btinternet.com

●
●
●
●

qualified
TV Fitting
City & Guilds qualified
TV Fitting,
Extra Sockets, Light
Extra
sockets
Fitting/upgrading, Fault finding
PAT Testing
Aerials, Satellites, CCTV,
Fault
finding, aerials,
Garage Doors and so much more.
satellites, CCTV,
garage
doors and
Call – 07463
815500 or
more 01525
...
631937
E mail -Daverose1217@gmail.com

07463 815500 / 01525 631937
daverose1217@gmail.com

Boiler installations & breakdowns
Leaks, Drains & Burst pipes
Bathroom & Kitchen repairs
And much more ...

NO JOB TOO BIG
NO JOB TOO SMALL

07824 155171
plumbingandheating171@gmail.com
Based locally in Houghton Conquest

For advertising rates see www.thebedfordshireoracle.com
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Dinky Ads
Richard Harris

Tree Surgery

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery
Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Quote

BOOK YOUR WINTER SERV
ICE

WINTER

NOW!

SERVICE

01525 715089
07811 786825

Michael Martin
Tree Services
Fully City & Guilds
qualified
Fully insured
All aspects of tree
work undertaken
Free quotes

t: 01525 860771
m: 07598 767753

BOOK IT NOW!
DO YOU NEED HELP PUTTING
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS UP OUTSIDE?
WE CAN HELP!

COME TO THE
EXPERTS!

Garden Maintenance & Clearance,
Turf Laying, Seasonal Planting,
Tidy Ups, Hedge Cutting,
Paths, Patios, New driveways,
Pressure Washing, Driveway Maintenance
Fencing, Brickwork
Specialist Dry Stone Wall Craftsman

Landscape & Arbori
st Supplies

01525 841842
www.stuart-brow

n.co.uk

New Road, Maulden, Bedfordshire, MK45 2BG UK

G.J. WATKINSON
AND SON

TIM DOWNING

Applicance Repairs
• All makes of washing machines,
cookers, dishwashers, hobs and
hoods repaired, serviced and sold
• No call out charges on
accepted quotes
• Member of DASA 30 years

• 35 years local work experience

01525 753547 ● 07960 632378

Washing Machines - Dryers
Electric Ovens - Dishwashers
Appliance Repairs and Servicing
Sales and Installations
Local business est. 1981
Quality at an affordable price

Call direct on 07969 545276
or 01525 860148

OC

Fencing &
Brickwork
Services

10% DISCOUNT for NHS key
workers with thanks for their service
A small, friendly business offering a
vast range of services
Fencing & Sleepers ● Gates & Field Gates
Brickwork (Insurance work, Patios,
Garden Walls, Repointing)
Path, patio & driveway cleaning
and much more ...
Fully qualified City & Guilds ● NVQ ● Fully Insured

Contact Oliver Cockshott
01525 403572 / 07445 708325
olivercockshott@gmail.com

The Bedfordshire Oracle 01525 841370

AERIALS & SATELLITES
Innovations Aerials
42
ARCHITECT & DRAWING
Benchmark
42
Steve Coates
42
BATHROOM SERVICES
F & A Bathroom Showroom
5 & 33
Simply Bathrooms
45
Top Bathrooms
46
BEAUTY THERAPISTS
Catherine Hart
20
BUILDERS & CARPENTERS
Accurate Flat Roofing Ltd
52
Ampthill Building Company
44
BB Builders
59
Boxx Build Solutions Ltd
59
Bridge Roofing
60
David Chapman Property Services 43
DPG Constructions & Services
44
DRL Home & Maintenance
49
Guttering Problems
60
Field Building Services
44
Home Counties Loft Ladders
11
KAL Builders
43
M Greenwood Roofing
52
Metal Fabrication
33
CAR SERVICES/REPAIRS
Chips Away Tunde
16
CARE SERVICES
Bluebird Care
17
CARPET CLEANING
Steve Wildman
35
CHIMNEY SWEEP
Poppins
58
CHRISTMAS
Alpine Christmas Trees
7
AS Pub Sports
7
Cambridge Wine, Ampthill
1&2
The Stitchery
18
CLEANING
360 Domestic & Commercial
10
Cleaning
COMPLIMENTARY
THERAPIES
Foot Health Practitioner
23
Lifespark Coaching
22
Tamsin Cooper Hypnotherapist
21
COMPUTER SERVICES
Just Computers
28
Laptop & Computer Repair
28
Outsourced IT
31
The Computer Man
31
VHS to DVD Transfers
61
CURTAINS & BLINDS
Inside Out Blinds
58
Sewgood
58
DRAINS
Drain Doctor
51
EDUCATION/CHILD CARE
ILC Independent Learning
17
Merry Poppets
15
ELECTRICIANS
David J Rose
60
DP Electrical
50
Electrical Appliance Testing
50
Flitwick Electrical Supplies
33
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EVENTS
Paul's Party Zone
13
Emma Robbins Singer
13
FENCING
JE Landscapes
39
OC Fencing & Brickwork
61
Resolute Fencing
41
FINANCIAL/BUSINESS SERVICES
Caliber Financial Management
3
Fiona Gray IFA
26 & 27
Hills-Howson Financial Services
29
FITNESS/SPORT/HEALTH
Bourne Fitness
19
FLOORING
Ampthill Carpets
34
Temple Flooring
33
FOOD AND DRINK
Cambridge Wine, Ampthill
1&2
FOSTERING
Oak Fostering
14 & 15
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
AL & G Abbott
29
GARDEN SERVICES
David Harris Landscape & Design
61
Gardens by Gary
37
Mileslandscapes
61
OC Fencing & Brickwork
61
Prestige Lawns
37
Stuart Brown
61
TJ Landscapes
39
HOUSING
Country Properties
64
INTERIOR DESIGN
Ineko Home
33
IRONING SERVICES
Pressed 4 Time
35
JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Train to be a Teacher
24 & 25
KITCHEN SERVICES
Drawers n Doors
33
Dream Doors
48
Luton Kitchens
47
LEGAL SERVICES
Maplebrook Wills
29
Rebecca L. Faret
28
LOCKSMITHS
D & G Short
13
MUSIC
Drum Tuition
12 & 13
OPTICIANS
Ideal Eye
10
OVEN CLEANING
Ovenclean
35
PAINTING & DECORATING
Adam Hancock
59
Brian Waters Decorating
43
DM Services Painting & Decorating 43
Florida Decor
59
JD Decorators & Maintenance
59
Little Pink Painting Company
59
NS Decorating
59
Paul Douglas
59
Steve's Painting & Decorating
59

PET SERVICES
Girl Friday Dog Walking
10
PHYSIOTHERAPY & OSTEOPATHY
Todding Osteopathic Medicine Clinic 23
PLASTERERS
Hunter Plastering
34
Mr Skim
34
PLUMBING & HEATING
171 Plumbing & Heating
60
Baileys Heating Company
49
Bid Gas
50
CSM Plumbing & Heating
51
Flow & Glow
49
Matthew Holliday
50
P Wilson
50
SLH Plumbing & Heating
60
Steve Lawrence
48
Tap Man
49
Wourn Heating
51
PLUMBING SUPPLIES
F & A Plumbing Supplies
5
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/
HANDYMAN
50+ Home Repairs
58
Greensand Property Maintenance
58
Job Done
58
M S Giles
58
REMOVALS
Man & Van
60
Stephens Removals
53
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
KP Sewing
58
The Stitchery
10
RESTAURANTS
Indian Lodge
9
RETAIL
AS Pub Sports
7
SECURITY
1st Choice Security Systems
36
Maximum Security
37
TAXI
DLS Elite Travel
58
Flitwick Taxis
8
TILING
Steve Ashby Ceramic Tiling
60
TREE SERVICES
Eden Professional Tree Services
41
Michael Martin Tree Services
61
Tree Surgery
61
VACUUM REPAIR
PJL Vacuum Repair & Service
55
WASHING MACHINE/ OVEN REPAIRS
GJ Watkinson & Son
61
Tim Downing
61
WINDOWS/CONSERVATORIES
Apex Windows
56
Clearview Double Glazing
57
Cloudy2Clear
54
Flitwick Glass
55
Kings Windows
55
Misty Double Glazing
57
MJG
53

SHOP LIKE YOUR HIGH STREET DEPENDS ON IT!63

BECAUSE IT DOES!

THE FUTURE OF THE HIGH STREET
DEPENDS ON HOW WE ALL ACT NOW.
In 2020 your local High Street shops and businesses have had to close,
adapt, change, reopen, close again ….
The High Street we have when this is all over will be a direct reflection
of how you shopped in lockdown and how you shop now.
Think about the High Street you want and if you want it to be full
of those great independent shops and cafés, now is the time to
support them.
You’ve got time! Find them on social media, share a post, see if they sell online, go and visit
them if they are open. Because when you buy from them, it’s another sale that helps towards
keeping them afloat.
Supporting local businesses at this time means they will still be there when lockdown is over and that
makes your town or neighbourhood a better place.

INVEST IN YOUR TOWN . INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE

Beat the January
rush and get ready
now.
Choose local. Choose Country Properties

ends 31st March 2021

Ampthill

01525 403033
country-properties.co.uk

Flitwick

01525 721000
country-properties.co.uk

